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ADDRESS-IN-REPLY 

Motion 
Resumed from 26 November. 

MR J.J.M. BOWLER (Kalgoorlie) [11.04 am]: I rise to make my contribution to the Address-in-Reply debate 
and thank members for this opportunity. I first of all congratulate you, Mr Deputy Speaker, and the many new 
members here on both sides of the chamber. I congratulate the Premier for his ascension to that position, the 
Leader of the National Party for his campaign and the success he brought to this party, and all members here for 
being elected.  

Yesterday, the member for Willagee made his contribution to this debate, which was what I believe to be the 
start of his road back into political life. I believe the only shame was that the house was not packed on his side of 
the chamber—it should have been. I say to him that some people in his party may demonise him. In fact, during 
the week of horse trading following the election, people said to me, “Oh, beaut, I bet you love it; you can put the 
boots into the Premier.” To every one of them I said, “No; I think he is a good man, what he did to me he had to 
do, and I know that it would even have hurt him.” He is a good man who, as Premier, did a great job for Western 
Australia and led Western Australia through unprecedented boom times. The fact he made one misjudgement in 
a long political career should not be held against him. He is young and talented and will have a long political life 
ahead of him. I hope he takes that opportunity.  

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan: Hear, hear!  

Mr J.J.M. BOWLER: I have had my problems. Hundreds of people gave me advice in my darkest hours. One 
person I remember particularly said to me, “To a certain degree, people will regard you for what you do from 
now on,” so I kept my chin up. It was difficult at times. Initially, when I was walking along Hannan Street, my 
home street of Kalgoorlie, my skin crawled, but I did it and I kept doing it day after day until I started to feel a 
bit more comfortable. Life does move on. I still do not know what will happen. As the member for Willagee has 
said, the Corruption and Crime Commission moves slowly. However, I have confidence that everything I have 
done in my life has been in the best interests of my constituents and the people of WA; therefore, I sleep at night. 

In the election campaign I believe I had the dream team. I had the support of the best of the Labor Party in the 
goldfields, the best of the Liberal Party in the goldfields, the last remaining member of the Australian Democrats 
in the goldfields and the best of the Greens (WA) in the goldfields.  

An opposition member: Did you have support from any Nats? 

Mr J.J.M. BOWLER: No; I did not have their support, because, traditionally, there are not too many Nationals 
in the goldfields. The National candidate, Tony Crook, ran a very positive campaign and, in fact, finished second 
to me.  

Mr C.J. Barnett: Did the member for Victoria Park’s father help you out? 

Mr J.J.M. BOWLER: He did. 

Mr C.J. Barnett: A good Liberal!  

Mr J.J.M. BOWLER: He is a good Liberal and a good Labor member. The father of the member for Victoria 
Park worked on my Laverton booth along with a lot of other people. Talking about booth workers, members can 
see from this list the considerable number of booth workers who helped me. People were coming up to me 
saying, “I want to work on a booth; I’ll work all day” and we kept saying, “Look, there are six on that booth, so 
we can put you on for only two hours and you can’t work any more”. I had probably more booth workers than all 
the other candidates put together.  

Several members interjected.  

Mr J.J.M. BOWLER: I will name my committee. We wanted a committee of about six or seven, and we ended 
up with 22 because people said that they did not care whether I wanted them or not; they were going to be 
involved. They were led by, of course, my lifelong best friend Ian Taylor, who jeopardised his membership of 
his beloved Labor Party by doing that. There is no doubt that if he has not resumed his membership, he should 
do so soon. Ian came to Kalgoorlie for the last month of the campaign. Members know Ian; I do not need to sing 
his praises.  

Mr T.G. Stephens: We need to make him a life member to prevent his coming and going. 

Mr J.J.M. BOWLER: I know. As I said about the member for Willagee, there are some in the Labor Party who 
will demonise Ian Taylor, but those who know him know what he is like. He is my best friend. Opposed to this 
wonderful person from the Labor Party, my chairman was Doug Daws, a lifelong Liberal. He is a former Liberal 
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candidate and long-time Liberal president. At the end of the campaign, Ian said that he had worked under many 
great chairmen, Neale Fong among them, but Doug Daws was clearly the best chairman he had ever worked 
with. We had 22 members, and at almost every committee meeting all were present. Everyone had their say, but 
the meetings moved swiftly and constructively. I made the comment to the member for Fremantle today that 
white men in their middle age, like me, think they know the answers to everything. However, at our first 
committee meeting, the oldest and the youngest members were the best contributors. The oldest was a man in his 
early 70s, who made some sensational suggestions, to which everyone said that they had not thought of them but 
that they were fantastic. The youngest was a 20-year-old mother of one who is now a city councillor. She asked 
what I was going to do about Facebook and MySpace, to which white middle-aged guys like me said “What are 
they?” They were two of the most effective tools in the campaign. It shows that we need collective experience 
and collective input. When we all think that we know the answers, we do not. Other members of the campaign 
committee included Graham Thomson, a lifelong Liberal and son-in-law of Sir David Brand; and one of my 
sons, Luke Bowler. I mentioned Lisa Schofield, the 20-year-old mother of one. Amanda Gazzard is a 21-year-
old graduate of the Western Australian School of Mines. Allan Pendal is the brother of the late former member 
for South Perth, and another lifelong Liberal. Brett Angus is a lifelong Labor supporter. 

Mr J.E. McGrath: Did we get any votes in Kalgoorlie? 

Mr J.J.M. BOWLER: The Liberals ran a close third. 

Other committee members were Mark Brennan, the brother of the great Eagles fullback, and a Labor boy all his 
life; another of my sons, Daniel Bowler; Paul Browning, a former Labor candidate; Deborah Botica, the most 
prominent member of the Greens (WA) in the goldfields; Graham Campbell—need I say any more?—he is a 
former Labor member, former Independent, and former One Nation candidate, and had own party, Australia 
First; and Eddie Rochester, who has probably jeopardised his life membership of the Labor Party by coming on 
to my campaign committee. I mentioned Harry Donald, the best advertising person I have known. Matt Birney 
said that Harry was the greatest advertising person he had met in his life. After the first advertisement he put out, 
I received a phone call on a Saturday morning. It was Matt Birney in Perth, asking who had come up with the 
full-page ad in the Kalgoorlie Miner. When I asked why he wanted to know, he said that it was the best political 
ad he had seen in his life, and it was. We reached the point where the Liberals and the Labor Party were calling 
the 50 people mentioned in the ad to find out whether they were genuine. That is how concerned they were at the 
effectiveness of this advertisement. Another member was Sheryl Liddicoat, who got into trouble in her job as the 
chief executive officer of Regional Development Australia’s area consultative committee, but took a week’s 
holiday so that she could continue in the campaign. Beth Richardson, a city councillor, was another one of my 
workers. Nicole Aue was a young mother with some great ideas. Nathan Powell works for the local radio station 
and does the commentary at the local speedway, and is known in young circles. Chris Burns runs a goldmine. 
Don Hoddy was a great campaigner. Tristan Stanley is a 21-year-old graduate who lives in Perth. On the day the 
election was called, he rang me up and asked to work on my campaign. He said that he had just obtained a 
politics degree and he wanted to find out what it was like. At the end of the month he said that working with my 
dream team he had learnt more in a month then he had learnt in four years of his politics degree. It was a 
fantastic, harmonious team that ran a positive campaign. The other positive campaign was run by the National 
Party candidate, Tony Crook. It was no surprise that he finished second, against all the odds.  

During the campaign I was ridiculed. People from both the Liberal and the Labor sides said that a vote for John 
Bowler would be a wasted vote, because he would not hold the balance of power. They said I would just be an 
Independent who would sit on the opposition benches and have no say in what the government does. Both sides 
were wrong, as the events turned out. I did have a say; I put my vote with the Nationals, and I am so glad I did. 
They are such a positive team. At our first meeting together I said to the Nationals that I did not know of one 
policy of theirs that I disagreed with. I thought that I had a difference on genetically modified crops, but when I 
burrowed down and looked at their GM policy, it was exactly the way I feel. The Nationals are a country party 
for the country. They may have the name “Nationals” but they are there for country people, and that is what I am 
about. 

My first election commitment was to make sure that the $55.8 million for the Kalgoorlie Regional Hospital was 
put in place. In the first 55 days in Kalgoorlie, the Premier, the Leader of the National Party, the Minister for 
Health, and the Minister for Water, my fellow goldfields member of Parliament, Graham Jacobs, all came to 
Kalgoorlie and announced the funding was going ahead. It was the first commitment under royalties for regions. 
Now I walk down Hannan Street and people toot their horns at me and say “well done”. That just shows that 
governments of the kind that we now have can work together and produce results. 

Another of my main election commitments was to assist the Western Australian School of Mines, the state’s 
oldest tertiary institution. It is more than 100 years old. The University of Western Australia is approaching its 
centenary, I think, next year. The School of Mines is a great institution, and is now bigger and more successful 
than ever. Despite that, Curtin University, for financial reasons and other reasons known best to itself, threatened 
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to take away the first and second years. I led a ginger group called SOS—Save Our School—10 years ago, 
before I even got involved in politics. We mounted a quick campaign over a fortnight, and Curtin changed its 
decision, keeping the first and second years in Kalgoorlie along with the third and fourth years. It is a great move 
that has made me realise that the community of the goldfields has, to some degree, taken the School of Mines for 
granted. We cannot do that. We must work with Curtin University and make sure that the services and facilities 
are available in Kalgoorlie, particularly student accommodation, so that the school is never threatened again. 
That is the next point in my election commitments—to make sure that we use royalties for regions wisely to 
provide more student accommodation in Kalgoorlie. Even the great Golden Mile will eventually close. It has 
been operating now for 105 years, and it is now the Super Pit. The Super Pit will close in about 15 years’ time 
and then the operator will begin underground mining again, particularly with the price of gold at $1 300 an 
ounce, underneath the super pit for another 20 or 30 years. Whatever the time span may be, eventually the 
Golden Mile will close, but the School of Mines should never close. I do not think that the state has done enough 
to promote and foster our education institutions. There is a growing realisation that universities can be big 
business for a state. The Western Australian School of Mines is certainly big business for Kalgoorlie. 

Another commitment I made was a new high school for Kalgoorlie. The current Premier, when he was Minister 
for Education, divided the school into upper and middle schools. It was successful for the upper school, 
consisting of years 11 and 12, which achieves better results, but sadly, in the middle school, without the role 
models and the benefits of a united school there have been some serious problems. The Leader of the National 
Party has already visited the middle school with me. I do not expect the new school to be built in this term of 
government, but I am committed to starting planning for the best way forward. The reality is that less is spent per 
student at the Eastern Goldfields Senior High School, because it has so many first-year-out teachers, than at any 
other high school in the state. We would not mind that if we were getting fantastic results, but we are not. The 
outcomes are terrible, despite the best efforts of the staff. They are improving, but they are still way below the 
state average. We need to take a close look at ways to improve the overall level of education in the goldfields.  

The next commitment that I made was to review mining approvals. For one reason or another, under the previous 
government there was a massive bottleneck of mining approvals. Already the Minister for Mines and Petroleum, 
Hon Norman Moore, has established a working party—of which I am the deputy chair and Peter Jones is 
chairman—which first met a fortnight ago. At that meeting we sought to start the process by which to find ways 
to streamline and to improve mining application approval rates. I believe that generally, as a state, we have taken 
the mining boom for granted, and that includes the wonderful flow of royalties to the state’s coffers, and the jobs 
that brought people from overseas and interstate to work here. However, as we have seen in the past few weeks, 
things can turn around very quickly and we cannot take the mining industry for granted. The bottleneck exists 
and we have to find ways to expedite mining approvals so that in these times of uncertainty new mining projects 
can get up and running.  

I would also like the government to review country allowances. A plethora of allowances and benefits for the 
different levels and types of government and community work result in our police receiving one level of benefit, 
nurses another and teachers yet a different level of benefit—not to mention our other public servants. It is 
ridiculous. All government workers work for the people of Western Australia; that is, for the benefit of the 
Western Australian taxpayer. Yet the nurses, teachers and police officers who work in Kununurra, and are paid 
by the same government via their respective departments, all receive different benefits. For example, some 
receive a house and some a housing allowance. A proper review—one that is not rushed—of the various 
allowances received by government workers should be undertaken.  

In addition to the mining approvals process bottleneck, which requires a much-needed review, the mining 
industry faces a number of other threats. As the member for Kalgoorlie I represent the constituents of Kalgoorlie, 
but I also see myself as the de facto member for the mining industry. Sadly, not enough members in both houses 
of Parliament really understand and totally support the mining industry, which is the industry that drives this 
state. That is a worry. I believe that the environmental movement is one of a number of threats faced by the 
mining industry. Environmentalists are constantly moving the goalposts. We have seen that with the Mt Manning 
reserve: it was going to be locked in, supposedly forever, as a C-class reserve, but suddenly, within three years, 
the environmentalists are trying to make it an A-class reserve. We have seen the same with the 32 pastoral leases 
bought back by the Department of Conservation and Land Management over the past few years—many because 
the land is now denuded and cannot be operated as a pastoral station. Suddenly, the environmentalists want to 
lock them away from mining. Their wording is very careful. They say, “Oh, no, mining companies on those 
pastoral stations can mine.” But when we ask about future miners who might want to go there and do some 
pegging, the response is, “Oh, no, they can’t go there”, thereby denying miners access to some of the most 
prospective mining land in Western Australia.  

[Member’s time extended.] 
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Mr J.J.M. BOWLER: I refer now to another threat. Just before the election, the former Premier announced that 
the then state government was going to support a great western woodlands conservation estate. Yesterday I met 
Dr Alexander Watson from the Wilderness Society and Keith Bradby from the Gondwana Link project, whose 
aims are the same as mine. If it were to be only a great western woodlands surrounding the goldfields with 
conditions that never changed, I would support the proposal. However, as we have seen with the pastoral stations 
and Mt Manning reserve, the goalposts will keep being moved. Those two gentlemen may move on and some 
new person may suddenly increase the level of conservation control to the point that mining will be excluded. 
Therefore, if the new government supports the previous Premier’s woodland proposal and it becomes a reality, I 
will seek to establish legislative control so that the conditions of that woodland reserve can only be changed by 
means of legislation. Otherwise, the Environmental Protection Authority and other zealots who work in 
bureaucracy will gradually move the goalposts and, suddenly, mining will be excluded from the most 
prospective areas of Western Australia. That might be okay for people in Perth, but it will virtually close down 
the goldfields and threaten the long-term viability of Kalgoorlie.  

Another threat to the mining industry is the ridiculous decision of the Esperance Port Authority board. I have 
called for that board’s dismissal but suspect that the Premier will not dismiss the board. I hope that the Premier 
will intervene and that commonsense returns to the decision-making process. Talk that nickel is carcinogenic is 
wrong—if people look at the matter carefully they will see that it is not. The ridiculous safety levels set by the 
Department of Health and the Department of Environment and Conservation, and the board’s acquiescence, is an 
example of people covering their backsides after they made a bad decision on lead. Another bad decision will not 
make the lead situation any better. What they did in Esperance was wrong. Banning a totally safe metal from the 
port of Esperance will not make the initial decision any better.  

Another threat to the mining industry is concessional loading for trucks. The member for Armadale, when she 
was Minister for Planning and Infrastructure, was very supportive of concessional loading, which basically 
means that trucks can carry more tonnage, thereby making mines more viable. However, in the last forty-eight 
hours, once again the bureaucrats have crept in and removed concessional loading. I know of at least one mine 
that may have to close down. Hopefully, the new Minister for Transport will have the same attitude as that of his 
predecessor and that change will not happen.  

Yesterday the Attorney General mentioned overcrowding in Western Australian prisons. I made a statement 
about Indigenous inmates from the goldfields. I said that their situation was akin to that of convicts being 
transported out of England. That may seem to be an overstatement, but in many ways it is not. If an Aboriginal 
person from the Ngaanyatjarra lands is taken to the goldfields, he is taken 1 200 kilometres from his home. He 
attends a white man’s court and, for whatever reason—it may be a good reason—is incarcerated. He is then sent 
to a prison in Perth or Albany or Geraldton because the Eastern Goldfields Regional Prison is too small. That is 
wrong. That person may be away from his home for five or 10 years and have no chance to see his family during 
that time. Members should think about that. It is bad enough being in prison. Very often they are in jail because 
of a crime of poverty. In taking them that far away from home we may as well put them on a ship and send them 
to England. It is wrong that more than 200 of my goldfields constituents are sitting in jails around the state and 
never get a chance to see their family. It is unconscionable. I am very pleased that the new Attorney General 
seems to be as committed as the honourable member for Girrawheen, his predecessor, was to building a new and 
bigger prison in the goldfields. I am not a supporter of new prisons. I find that governments of both persuasions 
find it politically expedient to say, “We will lock up more prisoners for longer than you will.” I believe that is 
not the right way. Once in office, governments spend the next three and half years trying to reduce that 
commitment. However, a new prison is needed in the goldfields. It is absolutely ridiculous that these people have 
to be so far away from their families. I am pleased that the new Attorney General is looking to build a 350-bed 
prison in the goldfields that will accommodate these people closer to home and bring some humanity back to 
their lives.  

I thank members for this opportunity to speak today. I wish once again to congratulate all members on their 
election successes and say that I look forward to representing the great seat of Kalgoorlie for the next four years.  

Debate adjourned until a later stage of the sitting, on motion by Mr R.F. Johnson (Leader of the House). 
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